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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

It has been my long-cherished desire to publish all the
works of my late lamented father, Mahamahopadhyaya
M. Lakshmana Suri, and the long declay in the carrying
out of this desirc has been weighing heavily upon me as
neglect of a sacred duty. I confess to a feeling akin to what
was expressed by the great poet in the following verse :

HETNE WA SEURANSE T |
e gT AN giaa: |

(Raghwvaritsa 1.71)

My regret has been all the keener for the great interest
which the reading  public has been  taking in iny father’s
works. Many were the enquiries received from cuarters,
known and unknown to me, concerning them and
numerous requests  for  copies  thercofl But 1 ocould not
respond, Tas the publications  were most of themn out os
print. And latterly, as a result  of  the general  cultural
awakening and an increasing desire on the part of the public
to study Sanskrit, there has been a steacdy rise in the demand
for those works, and I accordingly consider that their publi-
«<ation should no longer be delayed.

It is hardly necessary for me to write anything  about
the important place which my father’s wonks oceupy in
modern Sanskrit literature, o place which has  obtained
international recognition. Sri K. Balasubrahmanya lIyer,
who hag written a Foreword to this publication, was one of
his beloved and  devoted Sisyas, and he can speak about
him with a knowledge and authority which few persons
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possess. To students of Sanskrit, the commentaries of
my father on the Sanskrit dramas which earned for him the
title of *‘ a worthy successor to Mallindtha *> and the prose
works — Bhdarata  Sarigraha,  Ramayanae Savigraha,  Nalo-
pakhyana Sangraha and Bhisma Vijaya— which are practi-
cally the first and the best of thewr kind, arc bound to be
invaluable. It is accordingly proposed to stari with the
publication of these prose works. Then, there are the
Karikas on the ten Upanisads, which still await publication,
and they have also a special claim on our attention.
Last but not least will be the poems, dramas and other
miscellaneous works. This Bhdgrate Saiigraha then will be
the first of a series, which will comprise all the works of
my father.

I must express my sincere thanks to Sri K. Balasubrah-
manya JIyer for having writien 2 Foreword to  this publi-
cation and to my friecnd Dr. V. Raghavan (or sceing it
through the press and reading the proofs of the work.  The
proofs were read also by Sri K. V. Sanna, M.a.,
and Sri T. R. Subrahmanyam, Siromani, of the Kuppu-
swami Sastri  Rescarch Institute, to whom also my
thanks are due. I must also thank the proprictor of
Sri Ramachandra Printing Works, Royapettal,, Madras,
for printing this work.

New DeLmI,

Dated 20th Fanuary, 1956. } T. L. VENRATARAMA ALYAR



FOREWORD

The author of the Bhdrata Saigraka, Mahamahopadh-
yaya Pandit M. Lakshmana Suri, was a renowned scholar
and writer. He was born in August, 1859, in the village of
Punalveli, near Srivilliputhur, Tirunclveli Dt. He belonged
to 2 very respectable family. His father Muttusubba Kavi
was also a great scholar and poet.  Pandit Lakshmana Suri
made an intensive study of Vyakarana and Vedanta and
had deep erudition in both these sastras.  Fle was o pupil of
Subba Dikshitar of Kadayamn, a well-kknown scholar.  He
was appointed as a Sanskrit Pandit in the year 186 in the
St. Peter’s Clollege, Tanjore, and continued  there till  the
year 1907, when its Gollege Departinent was closed.  During
this period the late  Mahamahopadhyaya Kuppuswami
Sastrigal was a student under him.  After 1goy e was
cemployed as a Pandit in the Pachaiyappa’s High School
and continued there il rgzo when he retived. After
retremnent, he delivered discourses on  Lhagavad
Cita, Bhagavata andd Vedante  Sutras  in anany  places
in South Indin. e passed away peacefully muel to the
regret of many  of his pupils and fviends  on the ryth May,
1928, e left behind him three sons, the second son heing
Sri ‘I L. Venkatarama Iyer, now Judge, Supreme Court.
It was during  his stay at Tanjore that his  career as
a writer began. He wrote at first  commentaries on the
two  cramas of  Bhavabhati,  Uftararamacharitam and
Mahaviracharitam,  dnargharaghavam  of  Nurari,  Haela-
Ramayanam  of Rajasckhara  and  Penisambaram  of  Bhatta
Narayana,  He albo  swrote Karikoe on the major Upanie
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shads based on the Bhashya of Sri Sankaracharya. At the
Vidvat Sadas held in the year 1903 on the occasion of the
visit of Sir K. Seshadri Iyer, Dewan of Mysore, to Tanjore,
the Karikas were read and in recognition of their merit
the Dewan of Mysore was pleased to confer the title of
¢ SURI’ on him. Ever since, he was known to the scholar-
world as Lakshmana Suri. The Government of India
conferred on him the title of Mahamahopadhyaya.

Realising the importance of prose works in simple
Sanskrit to be read Dby students of Sanskrit, Pandit
Lakshmana Suri wrote the present work, Bharata Samgraha,
and later the Nalopakhyana and the Ramayana Samgrahas.
His prose style was simple and lucid and at the same time
vigorous and grammatical. Even in the years 1907 and
1908, the Board of Studies in Sanskrit of the Madras
University, the Chairman of which at that time was
Sir P. 8. Sivaswami Iyer, and onc of the members, Sri V.
Krishnaswami Iyer, prescribed these prose works for the
then Maltriculation Examination. Even before the year
19oo, while my uncle the late V. Swaminatha Iyer was
District Munsif al Sattur he came into contact with him.
His scholarship in Vedanta was very much appreciated
by my uncle. He then gave a letter of introduction to his
brother Sri V. Krishnaswami Iyer, at Madras. It was
from that time that his association with Sri V. Krishna-
swami Iyer began. This grew into a great intimacy. Mr,
Krishnaswami Iyer became an ardent admirer of the
poetic genius of Pandit Lakshmana Suri, Mr. Krishna-
swami Iyer gave great encouragement to him and
encouraged him to write other poems and .prose¢ works.

When Dr. Hultzsch, the great German scholar, was the
Government Epigraphist here, he discovered the first two
Acts of an unknown drama called °Parijata Manjari’
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inscribed on granite slabs. He sought the assistance of
Pandit Lakshmana Suri to reconstruct the text which was
in part mutilated and also asked him to write a commentary
on the work. Even after Dr. Hultzsch retired from his
post and went to Germany, he was having  correspondence
with Pandit Lakshmana Suri in Samskrit. I have had the
privilege of seeing many of the letters which Dr. Hultzsch
wroie in genuine appreciation of the scholarship of Pandit
Lakshmana Suri.

Pandit Lakshmana Suri was also the author of many
poems and dramas.  The first of his poems was Vipra-
sandesa based  on  the well-known story of the Bhaga-
vatam, of Rukmini sending a message to Lord Sri Krishna.
He  wrote also  the Mahakavya called  Krishnalilamrita
giving au account of the early life of Lord Sri Krishna.
darts of the work  were read by the late Sri V. Krishna-
swami Iyer, who very much admired the beauty of the
poem.

He wrote many other works.  The last of his poems
was  the  Bhagavatpadabhyudayam — which  gives  an
account of the life of Adi Sankaracharya. It may be
regarded as one of the standard works on the life of the
great Acharya,

Soon after the founding of the Ranade Library the
late Mr, V. Krishnaswami Iyer outlined a plan for the
publication of a series of hooks resembling the * English Men
of Letters 7 on some of the great ancient  characters  of our
country, A serics, of lectures also were delivered  under
the auspices of the Ranade Library on Bhishma,
Yajnavalkya and others by eminent pandits. In pursuance
of this plan, he requested Pandit Lakshmana Suri to write
a short prose work giving an account of the life of Bhishma
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in Samskrit. In 19og this work was published and was
dedicated by him to the Hon. Justice late V. Krishnaswami
Iyer. It was prescribed as a Text book in the University for.
B. A. Degree examination for the year 1912.

During the time of the Coronation of George V in
1911 the Govt. of Madras requested him to write an ode
on the Coronation of King George V. It was called the
George Deva Satakam. This poem was also translated
into English and it was read on the occasion of the cele-
bration of the Coronation at Delhi and in various centres at
Madras. The Government of Madras was pleased to give
him an honorarium and in recognition of the merit of his
poem they awarded also a certificate of honour to him.

Many and varied have been the scholarly activities of
this renowned Pandit. He had a wonderful grasp of the
Samskrit language, vocabulary and grammdr. He
commanded a very good Samskrit style. His prose works
filled really the deficiency of good prose in Samskiit literas
ture during recent times. By writing the book Bharata
Samgraha he did really a great service to Samskrit
and to the propagation of epic literature in our country,
In private life, he was of a gevtle and amicable disposition.
He led an austere and pure life. He was poor and had a
large family to support; but he always maintained the
standard of plain living and high thinking.

I had the good fortune of being a pupil of his and I
hold him in veneration as my ‘Guru’. He was deeply
attached to my father V. Krishnaswami Iyer and he used
to spend a lot of his time in my house. The conversation
between the two was itself an education to the listeners.
They spoke on many aspects of Samskrit literature. The late
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Sri V. Krishnaswami Iyer gave unstinted support and en-
couragement to the Pandit’s scholarly activities. So great was
his affection for my father that on the occasion of his death
his sorrow took the form of an elegy, Karunaka.

The Bharata Samgraka is a valuable prose work of his
and I am happy that his dutiful son, the Hon. Mr. Justice
T. L. Venkatarama Iyer, has brought out this new edition
of the work.

Madras
. } K. BALASUBRAEMANYA IVER
14-1-1056.

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

The K. S, R. Institute is thankful to the public and the
educational authorities for the kind reception accorded by
them to the first edition of the Bharata Sasigrahe under the
auspices of the K.S.R. I. The Institute is thankful to
the following for reading the proofs and sceing the book
through the Press quickly: Dr. V. Raghavan, Sri K. V. Sarma,
Sri C. R. Swaminathan and Pandit A. M. Srinivasachari.
The thanks of the Institute are also duc to the M.L.J.
Press, Madras-4, for printing the book in record time.

K. S R. I }
23—7—1060.
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